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A LETTER FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Dear Holy Family Community,

As we begin the 2026–2027 school year, I am filled with gratitude
and excitement for the opportunities ahead. It is a blessing to
welcome back our dedicated faculty, staff, students, and families as
we embrace this year's theme, "Walking Together with Purpose." This
theme reflects our commitment to growing together in faith,
learning, and service while supporting one another through every
step of the journey.

As I begin my fourth year as principal, I continue to be inspired by the strong sense of faith,
family, and belonging that makes Holy Family Catholic School so special. Our community's
unwavering support creates an environment where students are encouraged to grow
academically, spiritually, and personally.

This year, we are especially grateful to celebrate the completion of important security
enhancements that provide an even safer learning environment for our students and staff.
These improvements, along with continued investments in our campus, are possible because
of the generosity of our donors. Your support helps ensure that our students learn and thrive in
a safe, welcoming, and faith-filled environment.

Our students continue to demonstrate outstanding academic growth, a testament to their
hard work, the dedication of our exceptional faculty and staff, and the partnership of our
families. Together, we are preparing students not only for academic success but also to
become compassionate leaders rooted in Catholic values.

Thank you for your faithful support of Holy Family Catholic School. Your generosity of time,
talent, and treasure makes our mission possible and allows us to continue providing a quality
Catholic education for generations to come. We are truly blessed by your partnership, and we
are deeply grateful for the impact you make in the lives of our students every day.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Paulette Neuhalfen-Theisen
Principal, Holy Family Catholic School
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SCHOOL UPDATES FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Thanks to the generous support of the Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation and grants from
the Hibernians, we were able to make several important improvements to our school this year, including:

● Installation of the Quicklert security system, which provides enhanced campus safety through
intrusion detection, classroom and hallway notifications, security cameras, and a messaging system for
both school hours and after-hours protection.
● Upgraded entrance door security system.
● Fresh painting throughout the school.
● Improved landscaping around the school grounds.
● Professional development opportunities for our teaching staff.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the Chrysalis Foundation for its continued support of
our after-school Creative Learning Program for our middle school girls.

In addition, we are grateful to Prairie Meadows for awarding us a grant to help launch a youth soccer
program for our students. We are excited to introduce this new opportunity during the 2026–2027 school
year.

The generosity of our donors and the Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation makes these
improvements and programs possible. Their support allows us to provide a safe, welcoming learning
environment while expanding educational and extracurricular opportunities for our students. We are
deeply grateful for their commitment to the success of Holy Family Catholic School.

New Visitor Check-In System for the 2026-2027 School Year
To further strengthen the safety and security of our school, we are implementing a new visitor check-in
system for all guests entering the building, including parents, guardians, volunteers, and community
members.

This enhanced system is an additional layer of protection designed to help us meet current school safety
requirements while ensuring we know who is in our building at all times. All visitors will be asked to check
in through the new system before entering the school beyond the main office.

We appreciate your patience and cooperation as we implement this important safety measure. Working
together, we can continue to provide a safe, secure, and welcoming learning environment for all students
and staff.

New security vinyl window wrapping
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Overall Math Knowledge – Holy Family Catholic School has achieved another record-high level of math
proficiency! Even more exciting, the percentage of students who are not yet proficient has been cut in half since
2021.

Basic Math Speed – Through a combination of schoolwide policies that emphasize manual computation and
targeted interventions, student math speed proficiency remains exceptionally strong at 93%.

Overall Reading Comprehension – Reading comprehension continues to improve reaching a new record high of
73% proficiency.

Quick Reading Comprehension – Reading proficiency remains strong, with 88% of students demonstrating quick
proficiency.

Reading Accurately with Speed – After our first full year of assessing all students, reading fluency has shown a
remarkable turnaround, reaching a new record high of 72% proficiency.

  Reading
with Speed

Met BenchmarkMet Benchmark
73%
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Met Benchmark: Performance met or exceeded the established state
benchmark, indicating students are on track for grade-level expectations.
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COLOMBIA – EGYPT – EL SALVADOR – ERITREA – GHANA – HONDURAS –
 IVORY COAST – KENYA – LAOS – MEXICO – MYANMAR – NIGERIA – PHILIPPINES –

SOUTH SUDAN – SUDAN – UGANDA – UNITED STATES – VIETNAM

Countries represented at Holy Family

Cultural Diversity Report
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Dear Supporters of Holy Family School,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to express our
deepest gratitude for your continued partnership. Your prayers,
volunteer hours, and financial contributions directly fulfill the
vision established by our foundation’s founders 35 years ago.
While the educational landscape has evolved significantly, the
Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation remains
steadfast in its mission. Over the past few academic years, we
have successfully navigated significant challenges:

Academic Year 2023–2024: Managed the introduction and impact of Education
Savings Accounts (ESAs).
Academic Year 2024–2025: Enhanced campus facility security and upgraded
technological infrastructure.
Academic Year 2025–2026: Aligned with the Des Moines Region Catholic School
Corporation to implement administrative and curriculum support.

Despite this dynamic environment, our core focus remains unchanged: providing
substantial financial stability to ensure students receive an exceptional education.

Finally, we extend our sincere gratitude and a formal farewell to departing board
members Kris Dee and Josh Roth, as well as long-time foundation guardians Bill Noth and
Pat Rounds. Their dedication and leadership are permanently etched into the success of
Holy Family School.

Thank you for investing in a future that goes far beyond bricks, mortar, and textbooks.
Your generosity forms the next generation of compassionate Catholic leaders. May God
bless you and your family.

Sincerely,

Joe Price
President, Holy Family School Inner-City Youth Foundation
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Jim Berens (in memory)
Teri Bognanno
Paul Drey
Angel Grubb
John McIlhon
Mary Nelson
Mark Roth
Steve Whitty
Amy Doud

Every child deserves the opportunity to learn,
grow, and thrive. Through the generosity of our
supporters, Holy Family School Inner City Youth

Foundation helps students from underserved
and immigrant families experience an

outstanding Catholic education in a nurturing,
faith-filled community where they are known,

valued, and encouraged to reach their full
potential. Holy Family Catholic School continues

at full enrollment, which is a testament to the
trust families place in our mission and the life

changing impact of our school. Together, we are
opening doors to opportunity, strengthening

students academically and spiritually, and
helping shape compassionate leaders,

confident learners, and hopeful futures. Thank
you for believing in our mission and for making a

lasting difference in the lives of our students,
their families, and our community.

Building on a Strong Foundation
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS
Antonio Banuelos
Meg Courter
Teresa Driscoll
Anthony Frein
Janet Holms

Tim Oswald
Joe Price
Evan Pyle

Stephanie Pyle
Fr. Nivin Scaria

Principal Paulette Theisen

“Holy Family has been a part of our lives since our kids went to Sacred
Heart over 15 years ago. We participated in clothing drives and other
community service projects that  benefit Holy Family. 

As I have gotten more involved with the school, I have realized that the
caliber of staff and teachers that drive the school are exceptional.
Most of the students are not dealt an even hand and need a boost. I
have witnessed significant change towards a better environment, test
scores, and general community that enhance the students' lives. I can
attest that the dollars raised are thoughtfully spent for the good of the
group. 

I will miss being a board member but will continue to support this
worthwhile cause and hope you will too.”

Gratitude,
Kris Dee
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Leave a Legacy of Hope 
Your values. Their future. 
A legacy gift is a meaningful way to ensure your commitment to education
continues for generations to come. By including the Holy Family School Inner City
Youth Foundation in your estate plans, you help provide future students with access
to a quality, faith-based education.

Your generosity helps remove barriers such as financial hardship, language
differences, and other challenges so every child has the opportunity to learn, grow,
and thrive.

Whether through a bequest, beneficiary designation, or another planned gift, your
legacy will create opportunities that extend far beyond your lifetime.
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Online-You can make a one-time or recurring gift at hfcsfoundation.org.
 
By Mail
Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation (HFSICYF)
PO Box 8437
Des Moines, IA  50301
 
Matching Gifts-Contact the Human Resources office of your employer to determine if they match your
donations.
 
Gifts of Stock-Donating shares of appreciated stock can provide tax benefits while avoiding capital
gains.
 
Bequests/Beneficiary Designations-Designate the Foundation to receive a bequest under your will, or
name the Foundation as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, financial account, or retirement plan.
 
Donor Advised Funds-Recommend a grant to the Foundation from a donor-advised fund you have
established.
 
Qualified Charitable Distributions-If you are age 70½ or older, a qualified charitable distribution (QCD)
offers a tax smart way to support the HFSICY Foundation. You may transfer up to $111,000 annually (as
adjusted by the IRS) directly from your IRA to the Foundation. Your gift can satisfy all or part of your
required minimum distribution (RMD), if applicable, and the transferred amount is generally excluded
from your taxable income.
 

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
We would love to see more followers on our Facebook page!  You can find us by searching our username: 
Facebook: @HFCSfoundation 
Instagram: @hficy_f

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Every year we host two fundraising events.  In the summer we have a golf outing and in the fall we have
our auction, Barn Bash.  Be on the lookout for invitations in the mail.  You can also find updates on our
website!

WAYS TO GIVE

For general questions, please reach out to us at 
info@hfcsfoundation.org or 515-262-7466

Note: The above information is for
educational purposes only. For legal or tax
advice, please consult your advisors.
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$5,000 and Above

$2,500-$4,999

Lois Berens
Daniel Cavanaugh
John and Kathleen Clarey
Kevin and Teresa Driscoll
Dwight Gilbride
Marilou Krumm
Donald and Charlene Lamberti
Jeffrey Lamberti
Brad and Mary Manatt
Robert and Rita Murray
Robert and Janice Myers
Christopher and Linda Nelson
William Noth
Timothy and Kelli Oswald
R&R Realty Group
Patrick and Michelle Rounds 
Mark and Karen Thomas
Wagoner Roofing and Construction, LLC
Jeffrey and Gina Yurgae
Larry and Kathi Zimpleman

Jim and Lesa Blasco
James and Mary Ann Campney
Capital Landscaping
Joseph Comito
Carol DeChant
Don and Marilyn Duwelius
Bruce Gerleman
Dennis and Jackie Hogan
Vincent and Carolyn Mancuso
Doug and Rachel Pick
Piper Sandler & Co
Kim Pitts 
Precision Facility Solutions 
Kary and Kathleen Schulte
Dane and Christina Shelton
Martin and Suzanne Walsh

Terry and Chris Branstad
Steven Cahalan
Susan Carlson
Mike and Kris Dee
Sharon Dee
Teri and Lori Formanek
Scott Frost
Phil and Katherina Glaser
Mary Pat Goodwin
Kenneth Gross
Chuck and Janet Haas
Don and Janet Holms
Jon and Barb Hrabe
Rosemary Hughes
Julianna Kasper
Karon Lacey
Kim Lancial
Fr. John Ludwig
Stephen and Mary Mahoney
Sean and Julie McMurray
Scott and Barb Nessa
Joel and Amy Pearson
Mike and Stephanie Pyle
Jeff and Mary Richards
Dean and Annette Roth
Josh and Nicole Roth
Daniel and Phyllis Rupprecht
Rupprecht Family Charitable Fund
Steven and Kae Sand
Kent and Lou Ann Sandburg
Tom and Kelly Schlotfeldt
Marcella Sheaff
Robert and Jean Shires
Jerry and Debra Spaeth
Troy and Tracy Strawhecker
Geoffrey Thomas
Rick and Tina Thompson
Katie Walsh 
Earl and Charlotte Weisenhorn
Steve and Michele Whitty

Thank you for investing in our mission and our community.
$250-$999
Frank Allen Jr.
Graciela Almaguer
Antonio and Mayra Banuelos
Carole Belisle
Paul and Teri Bognanno
Travis Bougher
Gayle Briemeyer
Christa Bright
Bill and Liz Brosnahan
Bruce and Mary Chris Bruene
BSB Design
Casey's General Stores
Jeff and Meg Courter
James and M. Susan DeBartolo
DM Kelly and Company
Denman & Company, LLP
Joe Dols
Dr. Ty and Kim Erickson
Kevin and Suzanne Farley
Kathleen Finkenauer
Karolina Flam
Joe Fleming
Connor and Pam Flynn
James and Jan Gelach
Tom George
Kathryn Griffin
John Grochala
David Haas
Robert A Hallgren
Ron and Carole Hallenbeck
Dale and Jo Helling
Heather Keiter
Daniel and Mary Kelly 
Loral Kirke
Kyle and Sharon Krause Family
Mary Ann Leporte
David and Jennifer Lorbiecki
Chris and Amy Nebons
Ned and Berney Foundation

$1,000-2,499
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John and Judith Dwyer
John Egan
Lynn Ernst
Don Evans
Sister Jude Fitzpatrick
Bill and Cindy Fleischacker
Diana Fleischacker
Mary Fleming
Anthony Frein
Francis and Patricia Garrity
Ann Gerdom
Bernard and Kathleen Gradoville
Bruce Graves and Jeanne Rooney-Graves
Robert Grosing
Jason & Miquel Hadsall
Norton and Kathy Hatlie
Sara Harris
Chuck and Libby Hartlieb
James and Sarah Hayes
George Heddinger
Jean Heger
Joshua Hemberger
William and Cathleen Henrich
Paula Hick
Thomas and Jennifer Hilton
Fr. Lawrence Hoffmann
Mary Jo Hoffmans
Steve and Louann Hyland
Tammy Kelleher-Randolph
Judy Kendzora
Michael Kennedy
Thomas Kouri
John and Faye Kunz
Chuck Kuster
Patrick and Susan Lang
Gary and Katherine Liess
James and Theresa Liewer
Robert Lippold
Donald Logli
Keith Luchtel

This list includes only cash gifts made directly to our organization. It does not include gifts made through donor-advised funds (DAFs), IRA charitable distributions, employer matching
programs, or private foundations. While we strive for accuracy, errors or omissions may occur. Please contact us with any corrections. 

Special Thanks: We sincerely thank all who donated goods and/or services to support our events.

Gary Nogel
Jim and Jeanne O’Halloran
Stephen Orr
Fr. David Polich
Patti Pyle
Jim and Jill Rodriguez
Mary Scarpino
Max and Molly Schott
Gary Schuldt
Kevin and Amie Shires
Smith Promotional Advertising
Jim Streck
Paulette Theisen
United Way of Central Iowa
Sam Vos
Walsh Door & Security
Weber Family Fund

Sara Lukan
Carolyn Lynner
Stephen and Sharon Marlow
Bill and Kathy Mathews
Paul and Eva Moritz
Joy Nobles
Mike and Marsha McCleary
Bonnie McCoy
Michelle McGovern
Mary C. McKinney
Joyce Muckey
Wayne and Mary Beth Newkirk
William and Mary O'Brien
Justin and Katie O'Neal
Mary Ortmann
Keith Oswald
Bruce and Linda Oxenford
Seth Pierce
Evan Pyle
Max Pyle
Arnold Ripperger
James and Judith Ross
Tricia and Bryan Rump
Patricia Sarcone
Fr Nivin Scaria
Kelly Schaffer
Marcia Sears
Deanna Sellner
Cindy Soliday
Frances Stefani
Paul and Therese Thilges
Lisa Thurston
Stephen Toothman
Samantha Torres
United Way of Central Indiana
Mary Van Dam
Tuan Vi
Richard and Sue Wike
L.J. and Catherine Witte
Pam White-Bradford
Melissa Wolf

Up to $249
Eileen Anthony
Hazel Austin
Leslie Barrett
Msgr. Lawrence Beeson
David and Patti Bell
Fr. John Bertogli
Tom and Cindy Biegger
Donna Bishop
Travis Bougher
Jan Briggs
George Brucks
Lou Ann Burkle
Patrick Clerkin
Thomas and Mary Conry
Bill and Deanna Cook
Michael Couch
Mike and Keenan Cunningham
Carol Curnes
Donna DeBartolo
Jim and Helen DeBartolo
Melissa Dehut
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PO BOX 8437
DES MOINES, IA  50301

515-262-7466
INFO@HFCSFOUNDATION.ORG

 Save the date
RAISE  THE  ROOF

BARN BASH 

NOVEMBER 7 ,  2026

B A R N  R O O T S .  G Y M  R O O F .  
S A M E  G R E A T  N I G H T .  

A  F R E S H  F O R M A T ,  E X C I T I N G  S U R P R I S E S ,
A N D  P L E N T Y  O F  R E A S O N S  T O  R A I S E  Y O U R

P A D D L E !
FORMAL INVITATION

TO FOLLOW


