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HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

Jim Berens (in memory)
Teri Bognanno
Paul Drey
Angel Grubb
John McIlhon
Mary Nelson
Mark Roth
Steve Whitty
Amy Doud

Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation supports Holy Family Catholic School (HFCS) so
that it can provide an exemplary education and prepare its students for high school using the
Foundation's resources.

As a result of the generosity and support of our donors, we look forward to the future and all
the opportunities that it will bring our students.

Your support makes a difference
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FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS
Antonio Banuelos
Kris Dee
Teresa Driscoll
Anthony Frein
Janet Holms
Bill Noth
Tim Oswald

Joe Price
Evan Pyle

Stephanie Pyle
Joshua Roth
Pat Rounds

Fr. Nivin Scaria

Principal Paulette Theisen



A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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Dear friends and supporters of Holy Family Catholic School,
As the newly elected Foundation president (I’ve been on the
board for nearly 8 years), I open with a sincere and heartfelt
thank you to all who support the Holy Family Catholic School
mission. We exist to serve the children of inner-city parishes,
many immigrants and most still learning the English language.
To these families, we offer an elementary and middle school
education based in Catholic faith and community. And, thanks
to so many skilled teachers, administrators, donors (large and
small), we are succeeding.

As we plan for the 2025–2026 academic year, we are beginning to feel the positive impact
of the Students First Act. This 2023 law established the Education Savings Account (ESA),
which provides nearly $8,000 per child for tuition, fees, and qualified education related
expenses. While ESA is a tremendous resource, Holy Family School continues to require
significant funding to bridge the many gaps that ESA does not cover. This year we are
updating low-voltage wiring (internet cabling), window glazing (safety and privacy),
PA/emergency alert system, and numerous building and grounds repairs. All routine in the
name of maintaining a top-notch educational facility.

Thank you all for being instrumental in this endeavor. Your time, your prayers, and your
generous financial support sustain this extraordinary effort. I invite you to stay engaged
and to share your ideas and feedback as we continue helping these youngsters learn with
Christ at their side.

Lastly, please join me in thanking Bill Noth, our outgoing Foundation president. Bill invited
me for coffee about a month ago to discuss “board succession.” Before I’d sipped my
grande Veranda Blend (light ice), he had me agreeing to take on this role. Thank you for
the opportunity, Bill. Thank you for the trust. I will continue to lean on you and all the
great board members as we take on new challenges and celebrate the youth of Holy
Family Catholic School.

Best regards,
Joe Price Board President
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

The 2025 - 2026 school year is underway with a great group of
faculty/staff and students. Our faculty, staff, and students were
excited to come back and be together as a community. We hosted
our back to school drop off night and our parent meeting night and
both had outstanding attendance. I am grateful for the support of
our community in my transition as the principal. It truly is an
amazing place to be. The start of our 2025 - 2026 school year brings
some changes with a few new staff members and students and we
are excited to welcome them all into our school Community. This
year’s theme is “We All Belong Here”. 
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Practicing our faith is the foundation of all that we do at Holy Family Catholic School. This year
we are focusing on creating an atmosphere of community through continuing our faith
practices already established, but also to introduce the practice of Adoration to our students.
This is a key role in developing our whole student through the lens of the catholic faith.
Building a community can only strengthen our growth and developing relationships and skills
to handle these relationships will only help us grow personally and spiritually through the
bonds we develop. Every year students are administered the Iowa Statewide Assessment of
Student Progress. We are proud of our students’ achievements, especially as schools around the
country continue to wrestle with learning loss. This data source is just one of many teachers
utilize to guide instructional decisions to enable our students to receive targeted instruction
based on their individual needs. I am continually amazed and forever thankful by the support
Holy Family receives from individuals and organizations. Holy Family is the model of how a
school can serve those with significant needs in a manner that is impactful and effective and
continues to help our students grow in their faith. I want to thank all of those who give their
time, talent, and treasure to ensure our school carries out our mission of providing a faith-
filled quality education to our community of learners. Holy Family is truly a special place unlike
any other.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Paulette Neuhalfen-Theisen
Principal, Holy Family Catholic School
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Scored above
80th Percentile

22%
Scored above

80th Percentile

74%
Scored above

80th Percentile

20%
Scored above

80th Percentile

35%

GRADES 2-5

MATH 
PROFICIENCY

55% 74%

2020 2024

READING 
PROFICIENCY

61% 72%

2020 2024

17% Aggressive Growth in Math Fluency

34% Advanced Growth in Math Fluency

Math 
Fluency (80%+)

Math 
Computation (80%+)

Reading 
Fluency (80%+)

Reading 
Comprehension 

Speed (80%+)

EDUCATIONAL NUMBERS

 T e s t  S o u r c e s :   F A S T B r i d g e  a n d  N W E A  M a p  A s s e s s e m e n t s   

MIDDLE SCHOOL

MATH READING
KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 1
6% Aggressive Growth in Early Math Skills 4% Aggressive Growth in Early Reading Skills

90% On Track in Early Math Skills 88% On Track in Early Reading Skills

15% Aggressive Growth in Reading Fluency

30% Advanced Growth in Reading Fluency
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*Subject to Change

CTO 10%
(Catholic Tuition

Organization)

Other 2%

Childcare 3% Lunch & Pre-K
Subsidy 11%

Foundation
Support 22%

ParishSupport 2%

TuitionESA
Funding 50%
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EXPECTED SOURCES OF FUNDING 2025/2026

The financial support that the Foundation provides is critical
to the operating budget and long-term 
sustainability of Holy Family Catholic School.  

As the only year-round school in the Diocese of Des Moines,
Holy Family maximizes student learning with 15 additional
school days and breaks throughout the year are timed to
help reduce learning loss.
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Spanish
51

Zomi - 1
1

Tigrinya - 8

Kunama - 5

Arabic - 4

Burm
ese - 3

Karenni - 3
Lao - 2

D
inka - 2

ELL Students
by Language

Graduated
from ELL

51%

ELL Student
27%

Non ELL
22%

ELL  Status
ELL= English Language Learner

EGYPT - EL SALVADOR - ERITREA - ETHIOPIA - HONDURAS - KENYA - LAOS - MEXICO - MYANMAR
PHILIPPINES - SOUTH SUDAN - SUDAN - UGANDA - UNITED STATES - VENEZUELA - VIETNAM

Countries represented at Holy Family
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Cultural Diversity Summary

“The things that make me different are
the things that make me.”

-Winnie the Pooh
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SCHOOL UPDATES

With support from the HF School Inner City Youth Foundation and grants from Prairie Meadows
and The Lynch Family Foundation, Holy Family School made several school and facility upgrades
in the past year including:

repairing and replacing the sidewalks surrounding the school to ensure regulatory
compliance and pedestrian safety.  

applying vinyl graphics to the classroom windows, entry vestibule, Principal’s office and all
doors, providing a fresh look and increasing security by allowing visibility from the interior of
the school only.  

 
replacing and updating the school’s network wiring and installing a digital public
announcement (PA) system, greatly improving the speed and quality of all school related
communications, particularly in cases of emergencies.

installing a new oven for the cafeteria kitchen thanks to a Food Service Equipment
Assistance Grant from the State.

Special thanks also goes to the Chrysalis Foundation for their ongoing support towards after
school creative learning programs for middle school girls and to all who donate to the
Foundation and help make these essential upgrades possible.
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New security vinyl window wrapping
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Online
You can make a one-time or recurring gift on our website, www.hfcsfoundation.org.
 
By Mail
Checks can be mailed to:
Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation (HFSICYF)
PO Box 8437
Des Moines, IA  50301
 
Matching Gifts-Contact the Human Resources office of your employer to find out if they will match
your donation.
 
Gifts of Stock-Donating shares of appreciated stock can provide tax benefits while avoiding capital
gains.
 
Bequests/Beneficiary Designations-Designate the Foundation to receive a bequest under your will, or
name the Foundation as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, financial account or retirement plan.
 
Donor Advised Funds-Recommend a grant to the Foundation from a donor-advised fund you have
created.
 
Qualified Charitable Distributions-Those age 70-1/2 or older can transfer up to $100,000 (adjusted
annually by IRS) from your IRA accounts each year directly to the Foundation and other charities. The
transfers count towards any "required minimum distribution" and you do not recognize taxable income
on the transfer.
 

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
We would love to see more of you on our Facebook page!  You can find us by searching our username: 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

Every year we host two fund-raising events.  In the summer we have a golf outing and in the fall we
have our auction, Barn Bash.  Be on the look out for invitations in the mail.  You can also find updates on
our website!
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WAYS TO GIVE

For general questions, please reach out to us at 

info@hfcsfoundation.org or 515-262-7466

@HFCSfoundation          @hficy_f  

Note: The above information is for educational
purposes only. For legal or tax advice, please
consult your advisors.
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$5,000 and Above

$2,500-$4,999

Roseann Busch Estate
Daniel Cavanaugh
Kevin and Teresa Driscoll
Chrysalis Foundation
Dwight Gilbride
Jon and Barb Hrabe
Daniel & Mary G. Kelly
Marilou Krumm
Donald and Charlene Lamberti
Jeffrey M Lamberti
Robert and Janice Myers
William Noth
Timothy and Kelli Oswald
Wagoner Roofing
Jeffrey and Gina Yurgae
Larry and Kathi Zimpleman

Carole Belisle
Jim and Lesa Blasco
Joseph Comito
Mike and Keenan Cunningham
Philip and Amy Doud
Don and Marilyn Duwelius
Bruce W. Gerleman
R&R Realty Group
Chuck and Janet Haas
Dennis and Jackie Hogan
BWG Trust Account & Investments
John Ludwig
Robert and Rita Murray
Joel and Amy Pearson
Kim Pitts
Patrick and Michelle Rounds
Kent and Lou Ann Sandburg
Tom and Kelly Schlotfeldt
Steve and Michele Whitty

Marcia Baumhover
Catherine Berardi
Vicki Berardi
Terry and Chris Branstad
Jan Briggs
James and Mary Ann Campney
Vista Real Estate and Investment Corp.
Carol DeChant
Sharon Dee
Mike and Kris Dee
Kevin and Suzanne Farley
Kyle and Sharon Krause Family
Foundation
Mary Pat Goodwin
Kenneth A. Gross
Jason & Miquel Hadsall
Steve and Sara Heddinger
Don and Janet Holms
Thomas and Rita Johnson
Brandon Karnes
Jon Koehn
Steve and Cathy Lacy
Kim Lancial
David and Jennifer Lorbiecki
Stephen and Mary Mahoney
Vincent and Carolyn Mancuso
Daniel and Bridget Manning
Christopher and Linda Nelson
Scott and Barb Nessa
Stephanie and Mike Pyle
Mary and Jeff Richards
Dean and Annette Roth
Mark and Mary Roth
Mark Rupprecht
Gary Schuldt
Douglas and Marilyn Sharp
Marcella Sheaff
Dane and Christina Shelton
Kevin and Amie Shires
Timothy and JoLynn Sitzmann

Your support makes all the difference!

Arlene Sweeney
Ed and Angie Vos
Andrea and Dex Walker
Katie Walsh

$250-$999
Smith Promotional Advertising
Frank G. Allen
Bruce and Kelli Baker
David and Patti Bell
Gayle Briemeyer
Susan M Carlson
BB Games Cash
Kenneth and Mary Conry
Corell Contractor
Sharon Dante
Paul and Stephanie Drey
Kathleen Finkenauer
Connor and Pam Flynn
Ned and Berney Foundation
Anthony Frein
Weber Family Fund
Tom W. George
James and Jan Gerlach
John and Lindsay Gilbert
Bernard Gradoville
Kathryn A. Griffin
David C. Haas
Ron and Carole Hallenbeck
Robert A Hallgren
Chuck and Libby Hartlieb
Thomas and Jennifer Hilton
Patricia Jarnagin
WineStyles of Johnston
Ed and Sue Kenny
Loral Kirke
Mike Leavengood
Mary Ann Leporte
James and Theresa P Liewer
Terry and Joyce Lillis

Meredith Ashby
$1,000-2,499
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Patrick Clerkin
Michael E. Couch
Jim and Helen DeBartolo
Melissa Dehut
Catherine Derksen
Jill Dopheide
John Egan
Don Evans and Associates
Evans Enterprises
Julie and Joseph Fingerhut
Jude Fitzpatrick
Karolina Flam
Bill and Cindy Fleischacker
Mary Fleming
Jim and Pat Floersch
Merritta Florence
Grateful Giving Foundation
Francis and Patricia Garrity
Ann Gerdom
Richard Harmeyer
Sara Harris
Norton and Kathy Hatlie
James and Sarah Hayes
George Heddinger
Jean Heger
Dale and Jo Helling
William and Cathleen Henrich
James and Carol Hoch
David C. Holt
William and Kathy Hunnicutt
Michael Kennedy
Thomas Kouri
Kevin and Krista Kulas
Joseph R. Lakers
John and Sandra Langin
Gary and Katherine Liess
Donald P. Logli
Carolyn C. Lynner
Stephen and Sharon Marlow

Thanks to all who have generously contribute to the support of our school this past fiscal year.

Denman & Company, LLP
John and Rhonda Marshall
Max Miller
Alejandro Munoz
Bernard Munro
Barney and Peggy Munro
Gary Nogel
Stephen L. Orr
David Polich
Dana Ramundt
Mary Beth Richards
Pat and Jennifer Richter
Robert and Jessica Rogers
Brad Schoenfelder
Max and Molly Schott
Walsh Door & Security
Stacey Shafer
Jerry Spaeth
Morgan Stanley
Jim Streck
Geoffrey Thomas
Rick and Tina Thompson
Earl and Charlotte Weisenhorn
David and Ann Whitaker

Dan and Cindy McCleary
Mike and Marsha McCleary
Michelle A McGovern
Patrick and Bridget Menke
Paul and Eva H. Moritz
Barbara Mullahey
Wayne and Mary Beth Newkirk
Mary Ortmann
Keith Oswald
Arnold Ripperger
Josh and Nicole Roth
Tricia and Bryan Rump
James and Jenelle Sarcone
Nivin Scaria
Kelly Schaffer
Jeffery and Leanna Sevitts
Ann Shuman
Cindy Soliday
Katie Steenhoek
Frances Stefani
Troy and Tracy Strawhecker
Rodney and Eileen Swoboda
Paulette Theisen
Stephen Toothman
Marcus Topping
Joseph Coco Revocable Trust
William and Eileen Vandermeer
Tuan Vi
Sam Vos
Robert J. Walter
Elizabeth Weiss
Tammy Wentzel
Richard and Sue Wike
L.J. and Catherine Witte
Rachel Young

Up to $249
Lori Aldinger
Eileen Anthony
Denise Baird
Sharon Bandstra
Leslie Barrett
Lawrence Beeson
John Bertogli
Tom and Cindy Biegger
John and Dorothy Bohan
Christa Bright
Michelle Brown
George Brucks
Ashley Buonasera
Lou Ann Burkle

Special thanks to all those
who donated goods and/or
services for our events.
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PO BOX 8437
DES MOINES, IA  50301

515-262-7466
INFO@HFCSFOUNDATION.ORG

“We all belong here”


